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SUB J : MESHEL DESIGNATES ARAB MEMBER ON HISTADRUT EXECUTIVE 
BUREAU 

REF.: TEL AVIV 7051 

1 . ON THE OCCASION OF THE ANNUAL ARAB-IEWISH LABOR GATHERING 
ON MAY 31 IN NOF GINOSAR (REFTEL), HISTADRUT SECRETARY 
GENERAL MESHEL ANNOUNCED THAT GEORGE SAAD, THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE HISTADRUT LABOR COUNCIL IN NAZARETH. HAD BEEN SELECTED 
AS THE FIRST ARAB REPRESENTATIVE ON THE 34-MEMBER HISTADRUT 
EXECUTIVE BUREAU. MESHEL FURTHER HINTED THAT ANOTHER ARAB 
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CANDIDATE WOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED. 

2. BECAUSE OF THE DISINTEREST OF MAINSTREAM ISRAELI POLITICAL 
PARTIES, THE ARAB DEPARTMENT OF HISTADRUT HAS REMAINED FOR 
THE ISRAELI ARABS THE MOST IMPORTANT POLITICAL GAME IN TOWN, 
OUTSIDE RAKAH. EVEN THOUGH THE NEW POSITION IN THE EXECUTIVE 
BUREAU WILL CARRY LITTLE ACTUAL POWER, IT NEVERTHELESS PROVIDES 
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PRESTIGE AND PATRONAGE FOR THE INCUMBENT. THEREFORE, THE 
STRUGGLE FOR THE JOB AGITATED THE ENTIRE ISRAELI ARAB 
COMMUNITY. THE PRINCIPAL RIVALS FOR THE POSITION WERE SAAD, AN 
ARAB CHRISTIAN AND VETERAN HISTADRUT OFFICIAL, AND NAOF 
MASSAWHA, A YOUNG MUSLIM AND HEAD OF THE ARAB YOUTH DEPART- 
MENT. THE FIGHT ALSO INVOLVED SHIMON PERES, YIGAL ALLON AND 
THE LABOR PARTY YOUNG GUARD, WHO SUPPORTED MASSAWAH, AND 
MESHEL, WHO OWED A DEBT TO SAAD FOR HIS PAST STRUGGLE AGAINST 
RAKAH IN THE NAZARETH DISTRICT. 

3. FOLLOWING MESHEL'S ANNOUNCEMENT, HISTADRUT AND LABOR 
PARTY LEADERS AGREED THAT SAAD, WHO REACHES MANDATORY 
RETIREMENT AGE IN JUNE 1979, WOULD TAKE THE BUREAU SEAT 
FOR ONE YEAR AND THAT MASSAWAH WOULD THEN SERVE THE RE- 
MAINING THREE YEARS OF THE MANDATE. 

4. THE HISTADRUT ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT IT WOULD INCREASE ITS 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM IN THE ARAB SECTOR AND STEP UP 
ITS EFFORTS TO CREATE MORE LOCAL AND REGIONAL ARAB LABOR 
COUNCILS, PARTICULARLY IN TAIBE AND IN SEVERAL DRUSE VILLAGES 
IN THE GALILEE. THESE EFFORTS ARE TO BE COMBINED WITH 
ORGANIZING MORE YOUTH AND SPORTS CLUBS IN ARAB VILLAGES, 

AS WELL AS BETTER HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES UNDER HISTADRUT 
AUSPICES. THIS NEW INITIATIVE IS CLEARLY LINKED TO THE 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN NOVEMBER, ON WHICH OCCASION 
HISTADRUT AND THE LABOR PARTY HOPE TO DISSUADE THE ARAB 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 TEL AV 07324 092102Z 

ELECTORATE FROM SHIFTING ITS SUPPORT FURTHER TOWARD THE 
RAKAH COMMUNISTS. LEWIS 
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